The ultrastructural characteristics of the abnormal cytosomes in Batten-Kufs' disease.
Patients with Batten-Kufs' disease may be divided into three groups by electronmicroscopy of their storage deposits. In the first group, those characterized by curvilinear profiles, there is a strong correlation with a particular clinical syndrome, the late infantile form of the disease. In the second group, characterized by finger-print profiles, there is great diversity as to age and type of presentation. This is paralleled by diversity in the deposits. To the third group belongs the infantile form of the disease, as well as rare patients with later onset. Pathological diagnosis can be reliably, conveniently and consistently made from biopsy of skin by electronmicroscopy, and usually from biopsy of skeletal muscle as well.